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ledge that large presents had been made, wrote (March
8th, 1758) that they did not intend "to break in upon
any sums of money which have been given by the
Nawab to particular persons, by way of free gift or
gratuity, for their services.''* dive's action, however,
was none the less impolitic, for it set an evil example,
which was afterwards to bear bitter fruit; and it gave
men who would not have exercised the same self-control
in similar circumstances an opportunity to declaim
against his rapacity.